Mystery Writing Lapbook
with Study Guide & Teacher’s Manual

The Feather Chase
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Crime-Solving
Cousins Mysteries
Book One

© 2014 Shannon L. Brown

This lapbook accompanies the book, The Feather Chase, by Shannon L.
Brown. The book can be purchased as a print book online from Amazon or
Barnes & Noble, or ordered from any bookstore in the U.S. or Canada.
It is also available as an e-book from Amazon.

The Feather Chase is published by Sienna Bay Press © 2014
Book cover illustration and lettering © 2014 Jeanine Henderson

pl

e

Lapbook kit © 2014 Shannon L. Brown
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One home’s use only. For classroom use, please purchase that product.
For additional items related to the book including bookplates that can be
personalized, an online puzzle of the cover, and additional puzzles
relating to the book, please visit the website www.cousinsmystery.com.
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From the Author:
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Literature lapbooks usually have a minibook that accompanies a chapter so
the student reads the chapter and creates the minibook. This lapbook can
be done that way. Mysteries by nature have a reader wanting to go onto
the next chapter; they encourage the child to keep reading. By stopping to
complete an assignment, the child may lose momentum. For this reason,
the majority of the minibooks in Part I of this kit can be completed starting
at a specific chapter through the end of the book. The child can complete it
as she reads or when she has finished the book. Parts II and III are
intended to be completed after the student finishes the book.

About the Lapbook Kit:
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The Lapbook is divided into three parts. Part One enhances the book. The
student learns more about subjects such as Jessica’s home of London,
England, what a deli is, and how the FBI and a sheriff are different. Part
Two teaches about the elements of a book and specifically a mystery,
using The Feather Chase to do this. Part Three has the student write her
own mystery using the knowledge gained in Part Two. Then she edits and
revises that story.
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Supplies Needed: 3 file folders, scissors, glue, stapler, packing tape
If you haven’t made a lapbook before, they can seem complicated with all their
pieces. They’re actually easy to do because they are assembled piece by piece.
If you’ve made one before, you know that.

Directions: Preparing your folders.
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With two of the file folders :
First flatten the folders. Now
fold in one side to the
middle crease, then fold the
other side to the middle
crease with the two sides
meeting in the middle but
not overlapping. Press a
ruler or other hard edged
item over the edges to make
a good crease.
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Three File Folders

Cut the third folder in half at
the crease to make a flap and
cut off the tab. You may need to
trim it to fit. Using packing tape,
tape the flap onto the folder at
the top.

You will glue the two folders together
at one end. Either do this now or when
the folders are complete.
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Folder 1 Completed
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On the following two pages, you can see the location of each minibook. As
you work, there will be a graphic with that minibook showing where to
place it. Here are photos that show what your lapbook will look like.
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Folder 1 Flap up Completed

Folder 2 Completed
Folder 2 Flap up Completed
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Folder 1 and Folder 2 glued
together at the side. Again,
you can glue them together
in the beginning or when
both are completed.
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Folder 1

Antiques
FBI

Sheriff

Deli
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London
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Tourist

Lower Inside Flap of Folder 1

Upper Inside Flap of Folder 1
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Folder 2

Taped Folder

Cover
you made
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Pocket
for
Rough
Draft of
Mystery

Lower Inside Flap of Folder 2

Upper Inside Flap of Folder 2

Parts of your Mystery

Wow!
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Part One:

Sa
m

pl

e

The Feather Chase

As the student reads, have her fill out the Crime Solvers Clue Club form on the
next page. She will write down everything that looks like a clue. She does not
need to have ten when she’s done.
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Crime-Solving Cousins Mysteries

Crime Solvers Clue Club
As you read, write down everything that seems like it might be a clue. Then guess
if it will turn out to be a real clue or a red herring by the end of the book. (A red
herring looks like a real clue but later turns out to not be one.)
Real or Red Herring



2. _______________________ 



3. _______________________ 
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1. _______________________ 

4. _______________________ 



5. _______________________ 



6. _______________________ 



7. _______________________ 



8. _______________________ 



9. _______________________ 



10._______________________ 
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Cut out the cover. Write your name. Glue onto the cover of your lapbook.

I love a mystery!
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My Mystery
Lapbook
By
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Mystery Novels
A mystery is a puzzle that’s part of a crime with
a detective or detectives whose job is to find
the pieces of the puzzle, the clues, and fit them
all together so that the whole picture can be
seen. Mysteries are suspenseful—they have
exciting parts—and at the end always tell us
who is guilty.
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Directions: Cut around briefcases and fold in
half. Staple or glue right and left edges but
leave the top open. Glue to lapbook. Cut out
the feathers and on each one write one word
about mysteries. Put them inside the briefcase.

Glue
Glue
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